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“So we, though many, are one body in Christ.”  
            ~ Rom 12:5
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Thank You!

I am excited to share this impact report on Encountering Christ. So much 
is already happening across the Diocese of Austin because of this historic 
campaign. Although we anticipated an enormous impact for generations 
of Catholics, we are only three years out from the completion of the active 
fundraising phase. We cannot wait see what is yet to come.

We are incredibly grateful for your support of Encountering Christ. Without your 
generosity and leadership, we could not have achieved this success.

Sincerely,

Scott Whitaker
Director of Stewardship and Development
 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE THROUGHOUT  
THE DIOCESE Of austin
Strengthened by prayer, Encountering Christ allowed us — in a spirit of stewardship 
and unity — to build a vibrant and secure future for the church in Central Texas. 
Campaign funds have been distributed to the following elements included in the 
diocesan case statement:

Seminarian endowment: The seminarian endowment has now received $3.5 
million. These funds are being used to encourage vocations, to offset the 
cost of education and formation, and to provide support for seminarians with 
student loan debt. 

St. John Paul II Residence for 
Priests: $2 million was directed 
toward constructing four additional 
duplexes, bringing the residence’s 
capacity to 24. 

Pension plan and trust for retired 
priests: $4 million has been added 
to this pension plan and trust, which 
provides retired priests with income 
for housing and living expenses. 
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Bishop Joe Vásquez blesses the  
St. John Paul II Residence for Priests.
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Catholic school endowment: $1.5 million has been invested in this 
endowment, which will provide scholarships to families seeking a  
Catholic education. 

Advancing Our Mission Grants: $1 million created an endowment for 
this grant program in the Catholic Foundation - Diocese of Austin. For  
the 2021-2022 school year, 17 Catholic elementary and high schools 
received 33 grants, totaling more than $41,000, for special projects.

Campus ministry: $375,000 has been allocated for a rectory at St. Peter 
Catholic Student Center in Waco, which serves students at Baylor 
University.

Catholic Charities of Central Texas: With $1.1 million, two buildings at 
Catholic Charities’ Austin campus have been renovated to more efficiently 
serve clients seeking social services.

Expansion in Austin’s eastern 
ring: Construction is underway on 
three new churches — St. Joseph 
in Manor and Santa Barbara and 
San Francisco Javier in Austin — 
with $10 million allocated to help 
meet the increased demand on 
physical and ministerial capacities 
that population growth has brought 
to the Interstate 35 corridor just 
east of Austin. A fourth will be 
constructed at Sacred Heart Parish 
in Elgin.

Parish rebates: $19.1 million has been returned to parishes.
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Total raised 

$100.2M
Gifts
received 

22,549

Cash received 

$68.2M
Returned
to parishes 

$19.7M

Construction is underway at Santa Barbara 
Parish in Austin.



Strengthening OUR parishes

Parishes in every corner of our diocese have started directing their share of 
campaign gifts to projects and ministries they identified for their campaigns. 
Some highlights:

St. Mary Cathedral in Austin has bolstered its endowment, establishing a  
legacy that will drive the mission and ministries of our Mother Church for 
years to come.

University Catholic Center in Austin is expanding its liturgical music 
program. 

St. Patrick Parish in Hutto has improved programs and ministries that help 
grow the community as well as the faith of parishioners.

Good Shepherd Parish in Johnson City has replaced the church’s outdated 
and inefficient lighting.

KUDOS!
Overall, 68 percent of pledges 
to Encountering Christ have been 
fulfilled. Congratulations to the 
following parishes for collecting  
85 percent or more of their  
pledged commitments: 

• Holy Rosary, Frenstat

• Sacred Heart, Rockne

• St. Charles Borromeo, Kingsland

• St. John, Fayetteville

• St. John the Evangelist,  
   Marble Falls

• St. Joseph, Cyclone

• St. Louis, Waco 

• St. Mary, Ellinger

• St. Mary, Pin Oak

• St. Michael, Burlington

St. Patrick Parish in Hutto

Good Shepherd Parish in Johnson City
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